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PROFILING MSEs IN THE COAST REGION

I
n the expansive Coastal region, Most of the economic activities in the region are centered on metal 
fabrication, woodwork and weaving. Mombasa County has 3 Juakali sheds in Shimanzi, Kaloleni 
and Mariakani and CIDCs in Bububu Likoni and Kaloleni. The Shimanzi, Juakali worksite hosts 22 

enterprises dealing in metal fabrication, calibration and weighing, carpentry and services. 

MOMBASA COUNTY
Mr. Richard Kyulu, one of the MSEs is based at the Shimanzi 
worksite in Mombasa County. His business deals with fabrication 
of armory safes, capper guns, stone-cutting machines, charcoal 
briquettes machines and funnels for packaging dry food products. 
He also trains students from vocational centers and KYEOP.

 

Mr. Richard Kyulu dealing in metal fabrication of armoury safes, 
packaging funnels and capper guns

KILIFI COUNTY

I
n Vipingo CIDC, Kilifi County, is Mrs. Betsy Kwekwe, an interior designer who also doubles up as a 
tailor. She uses recycled plastic and locally grown sisal to make table mats, décor and floor rugs. She also 
trains students on attachment from KYEOP and vocational centers.

Mrs. Betsy Kwekwe displaying interior décor artefacts made from recycled plastic and showcases apparel 
designers made by her students
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TAITA-TAVETA COUNTY

T
he lowland areas of Taita-Taveta County aside from the 
national parks and ranches have arable land for maize 
farming. In this area we have several CIDCs, the team met 

Mr. Kiarie of African Kings Ltd which deals in maize milling that 
is currently been processed at the  Taveta CIDC. The entrepreneur 
supplies the maize flour in the Taveta region and neighboring 
Tanzania. 

Overally, the businesses in the region produce on demand basis 
and get customers from referrals. The facilities developed by 
MSEA will enhance quality, quantity and value of MSE products 
with a focus on local and regional markets.

Mr. Kiarie, a maize miller based on Taveta CIDC

KYEOP CYCLE 6 GRANTS ORIENTATION

M
SEA has conducted six cycles of grants orientation since the inception of the project, and we have 
disbursed grants to 25, 981 beneficiaries and 5,264 youths have received business development 
services training.

MSEA conducted the 6th cycle of grants orientation in 17 counties in the month of July, and over 11,000 
youths are set to receive business start-up grants. This will bring the total number of grants beneficiaries 
for the entire project to over 36,000. These grants, put in good use will aid in building resilience and 
business recovery of youth owned enterprises as the sector stabilizes in this pandemic era. 

Grants orientation in Kakamega County.

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 

M
icro and Small Enterprises Authority and The National Authority for the Campaign against Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse (NACADA) are pursuing a partnership to support recovering drug addicts gainfully 
engage in enterprise. The two organizations propose to utilize NACADA’s Mombasa Miritini facility 

as a manufacturing center and modern showroom for MSEs adopted in this programme. 
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LAUNCH OF THE ONLINE DIGITAL AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP SKILLS TRAINING  
#FUTURENIDIGITAL 

A
n online digital and entrepreneurship skills training initiative kicked off at MSEA’s Kariobangi 
Centre of Excellence. The digital skilling initiative dubbed #FutureNiDigital, aims to increase MSEs 
employability in the ever-changing job market by equipping over 50,000 owners of Micro Small 

Enterprises (MSEs) with the relevant digital skills by the end of this year.
The program is being implemented through a partnership between Ministry of Industrialization, Trade 
and Enterprise Development (MoITED), Stanbic Kenya Foundation, Microsoft Kenya and the African 
Center for Women, Information and Communications Technology (ACWICT).
Micro and Small Enterprise Authority (MSEA), will be training instructors who will then engage with 
the various MSEs who have been impacted by Covid-19 and upskill them on how to leverage on online 
and digital platforms to grow their businesses and make them employment ready. This will be rolled out 
countrywide in MSEA’s CIDCs and worksites for the greater benefit of sector.

Florence Wanja (Head of Business and Commercial Clients 
-Stanbic Bank) hands over computers to Henry Rithaa 
(CEO - MSEA) during the launch of the online digital and 
entrepreneurship skills training (Future Ni Digital)  as 
Pauline Mbaya and Lorna Kanyuga look on.

From extreme left; Lorna Kanyuga lead 
Philanthropies (Microsoft Kenya), Florence 
Wanja (Head of Business and Commercial 
Clients -Stanbic Bank) ,  Henry Rithaa (CEO 
- MSEA), Constantine Obuya (Executive 
Director ACWICT) and Pauline Mbaya (Head 
of the Stanbic Kenya Foundation) look on as 
James Irungu of Jatretech Auto illustrates on 
how to undertake the online training.

“The MSE CEO  Henry Rithaa meets with NACADA officials to explore  areas of Partnership
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INUA BIASHARA SUMMIT

T
he Kenya banking industry under the umbrella of the Kenya Bankers Association hosted the second 
Inua Biashara Summit for Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises from the 22nd to 29th June. 
This set the stage for the industry to celebrate the resilience of businesses as the world marked the 

International Day of MSMEs on 27th June.

Anne Mutahi, the SME Advisor to the President of 
Kenya, officially opened the Inua Biashara Virtual 
Trade Show on  Thursday,  June 24th. High-level 
speakers from the public and private sector engaged 
MSMEs from across the country during the week-
long virtual Summit.
While giving his keynote speech, MSEA CEO, Henry 

Rithaa said the Authority is working very closely 
with the private sector to come up with tailor-made 
products for MSMEs proper structures are put in 
place to enable small businesses are propelled to 
greater heights. He also encouraged youth to apply for 
KYEOP start-up grants and the various partnerships 
with banks for business advisory trainings and loans.
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KERICHO ENTERPRISE EXPO.

T
he Ministry of Industrialization, Trade and 
Enterprise Development in partnership with 
Kericho County Government conducted 

the inaugural enterprise expo at the Moi grounds, 
in Kericho. The expo brought together a host of 
Government agencies and business minds as a 
platform to decentralize information from agencies 
under the Ministry. It also gave an opportunity for 
local enterprises in the county to showcase their 
services and products.

Speaking during the Expo launch, CS Betty Maina 
reiterated the Ministry’s efforts to support MSEs 
create innovative solutions for value addition while 
also addressing the existing gaps in the required 
standards and compliance.
“MSEs are the lifeblood of Kenya. In line with the 
Expo’s theme of Empowering MSEs for sustainable 
economic growth, the Ministry is scaling up their 
production and quality is important to increase 
earning market opportunities for the sector,” said 
Betty Maina.
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MSEA was represented at the 
expo with regional staff using the 
opportunity to sensitize MSEs 
on the mandate of the Authority 
and registration under the Office 
of the registrar of MSEs. The 
Authority also sponsored several 
MSEs from the County to exhibit 

at the expo, supporting their 
enterprises access market and 
expand their networks.
The week-long event also 
included a myriad of activities to 
further support local businesses. 
The activities involved; training 
MSEs on business development 

services, donating PPEs towards 
combating Covid-19, tree 
planting for environmental 
conservation and launching of 
the Londiani CIDC.
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CSR/ ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

I
n line with the Presidential Directive of His Excellency President Uhuru Kenyatta on Forest conservation  
through planting of trees,  The Micro and Small Enterprises Authority in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Industrialization Trade and Enterprise Development, led the community and MSEs of Londiani in 

observing environmental conservation by planting trees 600  in the landscape surrounding Londiani CIDC 
during the opening of the launch and commissioning of machines. This will work towards enhancing the 
forestry cover in the realization of the country’s development agenda and is implementing the national 
green growth strategy that has set clear restoration targets aimed at achieving the global Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). .

Tree planting session with the MSEs at the Londiani CIDC

STRATEGIC VISITS 
Chief Administrative Secretary David Osiany working tour of Kisumu Centre Juakali Artisans 
Association.

C
hief Administrative Secretary Ministry of Industrialization Trade and Enterprise Development 
David Osiany held a working tour at Kisumu County where he visited the  Kisumu Center Jua Kali 
Artisans Association. He interacted with several MSEs. One among them produces basket cranes 

for ferrying sugarcane and another fabricates garbage bins for the County Government of Kisumu.

The CAS David Osiany accompanied by MSEA Senior Enterprise Development Officer Kisumu county Mr. 
Phanuel Mango and other government officers interacting with the MSEs at the Kisumu Center Juakali 
Artisans Association.
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MSME DAY 2021

T
he Micro and Small 
Enterprises Day is 
celebrated world over to 

mark the contribution of MSMEs 
in sustainable development 
and the global economy. The 
sector was celebrated as “First 
responders to societal needs’’ 
emphasizing its critical role in 
economic recovery from the 
aftermath of Covid-19. 

According to the data provided 
by the International Council for 
Small Business (ICSB), formal 
and informal Micro-, Small 
and Medium-sized Enterprises 
(MSMEs) make up over 90% of 
all firms and account, on average, 
for 70% of total employment and 

50% of GDP globally. As such 
they are key actors in achieving a 
full recovery. 
The Ministry of Industrialization 
Trade and Enterprise 
Development in collaboration 
with Micro and Small Enterprises 
Authority, honoured this day by 
hosting a forum where Cabinet 
Secretary Betty Maina launched 
the MSE policy.
The Kenya Micro and Small 
Enterprises Policy Promoting 
Micro and Small Enterprises 
(MSEs) for Wealth and 
Employment Creation has 
envisaged ten pillars to help 
realize the full potential of this 
sector include; entrenchment of 
entrepreneurial culture, skills 

and capacity development, 
access to domestic and export 
markets, access to a diversified 
and affordable range of financial 
products and service, access 
to decent and affordable 
infrastructure, facilitation 
of start-ups, promotion of 
formalization, enhanced 
coordination and implementation 
of support programmes 
targeting development of the 
sector, conducive regulatory 
environment at the national and 
county levels and mitigation of 
business external risks including 
those that are emerging and cross 
cutting in nature.
Principal Secretaries Amb. 
Johnson Weru, Amb. Kaberia, 
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MSEA CEO Mr. Henry Rithaa 
and other dignitaries also graced 
the event and gave their insights 
on how the Ministry and MSEA 
are supporting MSE products 
conform to requirements for 
designated markets locally and 
internationally and also building 
capacity on access to sufficient 
knowledge on market access 
conditions for participating in 
these markets.
The CEO Mr. Henry Rithaa 
pointed out the Authority’s 
programs supporting the 
industrialization agenda. So 
far, 150 CIDCs have been 
refurbished and equipped. 
MSEA is also represented in the 
6 operational biashara centres 
across the country.The Ministry 
will continue to support MSMEs 
growth through collaboration 
with relevant agencies such 
as MSEA, KIRDI and KIE to 
strengthen the sector.                              
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INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS FROM THARAKA COUNTY

T
haraka Green Gold Capacity Enhancement 
Network (TGGCEN) is a registered 
indigenous Kenyan community Based 

Organisation (CBO) that engages with self  Help 
Groups and other organized community special 
groups( champion mothers, youth champions  
and volunteers)  in Tharaka Nithi County. The 
group which is now a registered association under 
Micro and Small Enterprises Authority, mobilizes 
local groups and empowers them to improve their 

livelihoods using locally available resources and 
opportunities to solve rural community problems 
and build resilience capacity to other life shocks. 

Products of Tharaka Green Gold Creative Concept 
Association were featured in the Stansted Garden 
Show, Hampshire expo, UK for two days on 11th 
and 12th June 2021. MSEA is working with partners 
to aggregate MSE products for export in line with 
the mandate.

The Association also secured a contract with International 
Aid services (IAS) to make and supply 37 school bags per 
month. They specialize in weaving baskets, carvings and value 
addition on wild fruits, honey as well as baobab which they 
sell both locally and in international markets.

Some of the school bags Tharaka Green Gold Creative Concept 
Association have produced.

 Products of Tharaka Green Gold Creative Concept Association that were featured in the Stansted Garden 
Show, Hampshire expo, UK.

“Your reputation and integrity are everything. Follow through 
on what you say you’re going to do. Your credibility can only be 
built over time, and it is built from the history of your words and 
actions.” Maria Razumich-Zec


